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the inadequacy of this criterion. To sum up, therefore, Mr Donisthorpe's
contention. If State control is a condition of social existence there must
be some measure of its extent, unless we are to admit absolute slavery.
But Justice and Expediency are the only two possible criteria of individual
or governmental action. Now Justice, Mr Donistborpe considers, is a
meaningless abstraction, a mere symbol of the unknown and unknowable.
Expediency, although a sound test of personal conduct, is found to have
no objective validity. State control, then, is an illusory principle for the
regulation of the social machine. We are therefore compelled to admit
the doctrine of laissez-faire, as the goal of social development. State
socialism may be provisional and transitional during the present imperfect
stage of human evolution. But the tendency of human nature and the
teaching of history alike point to individualism as the only possible stable
mode of social existence.

T. W. LEVIN.

Friedrich Eduard Beneke: the Man mid his Philosophy. By FRANCIS
BURKE BRANDT, Ph. D., sometime University Fellow in Philosophy in
Columbia College. New York: Macmillan & Co., 1895. Pp. vi., 167.

Dr Brandt's little book is the first serious attempt to give an exposition
and criticism of the Psychology and Philosophy of Beneke in English.
We congratulate him on his success. His reproduction of doctrine is
lucid, accurate, and well arranged. It is also extremely sympathetic. The
inner development of Beneke's thought is exhibited in such a way that
the reader realises not merely that Beneke held certain views but also why
he felt himself inevitably driven to hold them. After a short but interesting
biographical sketch there follows a presentation of Beneke's psychological
system. The four fundamental processes are very carefully treated, and
emphasis is laid on the organic unity of the soul as constituted by the
original interconnexion of the " primary powers." The detailed treatment
of feeling and volition is, however, left by Dr Brandt to " other investiga-
tors" on the plea that he has not space for it in the present work. We
hope that he will take up the subject himself on some future occasion.
Beneke's distinction of the various kinds and grades of consciousness and
unconsciousness is well and clearly given. The exposition of the Meta-
physics as an applied psychology is short but satisfactory. The Logic,
Ethic d Pd t t t d A d b i b l i h i i ty pp p y g y y g ,

hics and Pcedagogy are not treated. A good bibliography is given at
the close of the work.

The Diseases of Personality. By T. RIBOT. Authorised trans., 2nd ed.
Open Court Publishing Co., Chicago: 1895. Pp. viii. 163.

That the revision of the English translation of M. Ribot's monograph has
not been wholly successful from the stylistic point of view is shown by the
first sentence of the Introduction, which runs as follows: "By 'person' in
psychological language we understand generally the individual, as clearly
conscious of itself, and acting accordingly: it is the highest form of
individuality." But the translation appears to be quite accurate, if not
always elegant.

Obligation morale et idtalitme. Par G. LEFEVBE. Paris: Felix Alcan,
1894. Pp. 154.

The writer does not pretend to adduce new proofs of idealism or of moral
obligation; his purpose is to awaken or justify in his reader's mind faith
in two truths which for himself are unquestionable. These two truths are:
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